
A haunting case…















Dermatopathologist # 1



Nodular melanoma 

Clark level IV

1,1 mm Breslow. 



Dermatopathologist # 2



Compound nevus

(post-traumatic fibrosing nevus)



Dermatopathologist # 3



Melanoma 

On pre-existent nevus



Dermatopathologist # 4



Melanoma 

Superficial spreading type

IV Clark’s level.
1,2 mm  Breslow.



Dermatopathologist # 5



Compound nevus

With involutive sclerosis, junctional 

proliferation and atypia, most probably 

reactive.



Dermatopathologist # 6



Compound nevus

With features of Ackerman’s recurrent nevus 

(so called pseudomelanoma). 



Melanoma  vs Nevus

3 - 3



Hard facts …



Patient is 10 years old  !



Previous trauma !

Wrongly diagnosed as 

molluscum contagiousm,

the lesion had been 

vigorously crashed.



Low proliferative (MiB 1) 

activity !



FISH negative !

(No alterations of genes 

RREB1 6p25, MYB 6q23, 

CCND, 11q13, centromere 

chromosome 6)



Negative sentinel 

lymp node !



All the objective data indicate a benign 
lesion

• Young age of the patient

• Story of a previous trauma

• Low MiB 1 - no mitotic figures

• FISH negative

• SLN negative



most reasonable diagnosis:

Compound nevus

(with post-traumatic fibrosis

and pseudomelanomatous 

features)









QuickTime™ e un
decompressore TIFF (Non compresso)

sono necessari per visualizzare quest'immagine.



An other haunting case…















• FISH negative !

• Follow up negative for 13 years !







• FISH negative !

• SLN negative !

• Follow up negative for 2 years !



Polypoid Spitz nevus

is most probably 

a benign lesion.



A last haunting case…











Lentiginous or nested 

melanoma of elderly

• Old age of patient

• Severe sun damaged skin

• Subtle but generalized cytological atipia

• Pagetoid Spreading

• FISH positive



There are many hounting 

questions in melanocytic 

neoplasms…



… but, with

• Clinical-anamnestic correlation

• Rigorous use of histological criteria

• FISH and other tecniques

• SLN

• Follow up



… we will approach more and 

more to the right diagnosis.


